Comments posted to the MMRA'’s Discussion Group after the Feb 18/10
Public Meeting on Septage Business Plan, Almonte Old Town Hall

From: MissMillsResidents@yahoogroups.com

Sent: February 18, 2010 11:39 PM

To: MissMillsResidents@yahoogroups.com

Cc: denmarg2@sympatico.ca

Subject: RE: [MMRA] Tonight's septage facility public meeting - my opinions

Yes - 1 agree on the main point of the decision being "made”.
In the pub afterwards I had a talk with Denzil Ferguson. A couple of points:

[ basically told him the same as Xxx mentioned below - that the general public impression was that
the decision was already made and this meeting was just to satisfy public fodder "rules”
- i.e, contract being let; building surcharges for septage in effect, etc...
- I mentioned that this is one of the things that really pisses people off!
- he mentioned that maybe things could have been done differently

And on "payment options” -1 also mentioned that "most” business plans I've seen have at least 3
cases:
- sorry -did I say "most"? I meant "all”
- best-median- worst in terms of financial figures.
- the business case presented tonight is a "best-best" case
- is that competent? Do you really believe in fairy tales?
- in my humble opinion, that would at least lead to justifiable scepticism on the reality of the
whole "plan”...
- what happens if no outside parties are interested in dumping their septage here?
- lots of other "reality” questions can be inserted >here<
- where are the case studies of these?

Denzil did have some other good points to make in our discussion tonight, but these have never
been communicated to me before. So I'll leave that to him to elaborate if he wishes. I think it would
be good if Denzil did.

It is a tough decision on part of council - with no clear direction on septage from the provincial or
federal governments. Not a happy place to be.

Ciao,

XXX

From: MissMillsResidents@yahoogroups.com

Sent: 18 February 2010 22:00

To: MissMillsResidents@yahoogroups.com

Subject: [MMRA] Tonight's septage facility public meeting - my opinions




Tonight's public meeting on the septage component of the sewage treatment plant was one of the
biggest wastes of time I've ever experienced - and this I say after a personal history of wasting far
too much time at municipal meetings.

The reason residents (mainly rural ones) came out to the public meeting tonight was to discuss
whether a septage component to the upcoming sewage treatment plan should be built at all - seeing
as rural residents don't want to pay for it / don't want it. I think residents thought the final decision
of whether to have a septage component at all was still to be made. That's what I thought.

Council and staff thought differently.

The reason Council called the public meeting was to discuss the ways rural residents will pay our
portion of the capital and operating costs of the septage component. To Council the decision - for
our own good - of having a septage component had already been made... "A dozen or so public

meetings have already happened and the decision was made back then,” said the Mayor and staff,
tonight.

So, residents and staff did discuss the possible payment options - and more than one resident raised
the idea that we'll be paying for a white elephant (something that may not ever be used to capacity
or ever necessary). (To clarify: the white elephant is the septage component - not the entire sewage
treatment plant.)

Last note: the main reason the Almonte Old Town Hall was filled with interested residents tonight
was because a flyer was produced and paid for and direct mailed to every rural mail box in
Mississippi Mills by the Alliance for Fair Taxation, a joint effort of the Appleton Community
Association, the Canadian Property Rights Coalition, and the Mississippi Mills Residents Association
- individuals and grass roots organizations - NOT because the Town advertized this public meeting.

Why can't Council fill those "dozens of earlier public meetings” the way the Alliance did this one
(and the one in Pakenham)? I continue to hear from residents that Council's public meetings are

always called "after the fact” and way too late - and residents are not involved early enough.

Well, tonight was another one of those types of public meetings: a waste of time for residents... but
yes, it was a public meeting that fulfills the requirement for a public meeting for Council.

Xxx
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spreading of untreated septage and could / may include: total field spreading ban,

geographical catchment area ban, ability to limit field spreading to MM's residents?

- Governments at all levels are struggling with the HOW not the NEED and the old adage of 'Build It and
They Will Come' will prevail. Witness the new Windsor / Detroit crossing.

Thank You
Denny Ferguson




